Blair Mountain

Part II: Contemporary Threats to Blair Mountain 

This lesson plan is appropriate for middle school students in history, social studies and English courses. It meets West Virginia Eighth Grade Content & Objective Standards SS.0.08.04.07, SS.0.08.05.05 and SS.0.08.05.08. This lesson plan takes approximately 60 minutes. 

Overview: 

This document serves as a well-structured outline for a middle school level lesson plan on mountaintop removal and contemporary threats to Blair Mountain.
 

Objective: 

In this lesson plan, students will learn about mountaintop removal, a form of coal mining that impacts Blair Mountain, W.Va.  By the end of the lesson plan, students should be able to discuss the factors effecting Blair Mountain’s physical and historical status. They will use readings, discussion and activity to meet these goals.
 

Resources: 

· Print-outs from Aurora Lights’ web site or student computers to be able to review this material online. 

· Internet access

· A projector 

Before Class:

· Students should read What is MTR? from Greenlight Zine: http://www.greenlightzine.org/issue6_enlarged.html
(The following sections are excerpted and edited from a previous Journey Up Coal River Lesson Plan, What is Mountaintop Removal?, located at: http://auroralights.org/map_project/lesson_plans/lesson_plan-mtr.doc)

Introduction (5 min):

Define mountaintop removal
Present a Google Earth image of a mountaintop removal site (http://auroralights.org/map_project/gmaps.php?gmap=mtr).  To clarify, this image is from the Coal River, nearby Blair but not in the exact same area.  Still, the mining process and impacts are the same.  The class should also look at a map of mountaintop removal sites along the march on Blair Mountain route to get a sense of how MTR permeates the landscape, as well as a map of strip mine permits on Blair Mountain: http://auroralights.org/map_project/gmaps.php?gmap=blair


Activity #1 (25 min):

At this point, request that the class count off, and divide into four groups. Each group is responsible for researching one of the following topics, using provided materials and suggested Internet sources: People, economy, health and environment.  Each group must research how mountaintop removal directly affects their given topic.

After a short time, reconvene the larger group and share findings. This may spark much discussion, philosophical and ethical debate, and logistical questioning. If preferred, feel free to use the discussion questions listed below as a guide.


• What are the costs and benefits of mountaintop removal for nearby people and communities? What effects does it have on homes? Health? The ability to get jobs?


• How do you feel about the reclamation process?


• Have you ever seen a mountaintop removal site?


• Why don’t Appalachian families just move away from these areas, if it is so dangerous and unhealthy? Would you choose to move away from your home if something like this was happening nearby? Why or why not? 

Video (10 min): 

· Watch The Battle for Blair Mountain by Jordan Freeman: http://www.vimeo.com/24451699

Activity #2 (20 min):

· Split in to small groups comprised of students from each of the four groups in the first activity.  Each group should pretend that they are involved in the Historic Registry struggle.  Some groups should represent a committee working to get Blair Mountain on the historic registry.  At least one group should present as representatives from the West Virginia State Historic Preservation Office, which opposes the listing.  They should spend five-to-ten minutes developing an argument as to why Blair should or should not be on the registry and then each group should present to the class. 

Conclusion:

By the end of this lesson plan, students should be able to discuss mountaintop removal, the threats facing Blair Mountain and why Blair Mountain should or shouldn’t remain intact and receive recognition as a historic site. 

Resources for Small Group Activity #1: 

People: 

· Hazy & Shumates Today, Journey Up Coal River: http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=hazy&article=6
Economy: 

· How Does Mountaintop Removal Effect the Economy?, I Love Mountains: http://ilovemountains.org/resources/#mtreconomy
· Seasonal Round of Land Use in Coal River Valley, Community Land Use in Coal River Valley, Land Use, Journey Up Coal River: http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=crm&article=4
Health: 

· Public Health & Coal Slurry, Journey Up Coal River:  http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=prenter&article=primary 

· If time allows, Health: http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=prenter&article=5
Environment: 

· Environmental Impacts in What is Mountaintop Removal?, Journey Up Coal River:  http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=mtr&article=6
Content Standards & Objectives

· SS.0.08.04.07: This objective comes from the Geography Standard.  In it, students are required to “illustrate how the cultural and economic isolation of different areas of the United States and West Virginia have been changed through technological advances (e.g., TV, radio, telephone, computers, highways).”  This objective is met throughout the entire lesson plan, as we discuss how the technological advancement of strip mining has altered life in southern West Virginia.

· SS.0.08.05.05: This objective comes from the History Standard.  Students are required to “evaluate the sequence and analyze the impact of contemporary social, economic and technological developments on people and culture in West Virginia and the United States.”  By examining mountaintop removal’s social, economic and environmental impacts on Appalachia, it meets this standard. 

· SS.0.08.05.08: This objective comes from the History Standard.  In it, students are required to “interpret facts about West Virginia and other areas from various types of charts, graphs, maps, pictures, models, time-lines and primary sources (e.g. letters, journals and publications) and summarize what [they] have learned.”  This standard is met when students look at and examine the Google Earth map. 

