Blair Mountain

Part I: Labor History 

This lesson plan is appropriate for middle school students in history and social studies courses. It meets West Virginia Eighth Grade Content & Objective Standards SS.0.08.04.07 & SS.0.08.05.06. It takes approximately 53 minutes. 

Overview: 

This document serves as a well-structured outline for a middle school level lesson plan on the Battle of Blair Mountain. 
 

Objective: 

In this lesson plan, students will learn about the Battle of Blair Mountain, a labor struggle that took place in West Virginia in 1921. By the end of the lesson plan, they should be able to discuss the importance of the Battle of Blair Mountain and understand why it happened. They will use readings, discussion and activity to meet these goals.

Before Class: 

· Students should read the following selections from Journey Up Coal River: The Beginning of Coal & Timber and UMWA and the Coal Wars: http://auroralights.org/map_project/theme.php?theme=coal_river_101&article=7
Resources: 

· Internet access

· Projector

Introduction/Video (13 min): 

· Watch segment on Blair Mountain from The Appalachians: http://vimeo.com/24149386
Discussion Questions (20 min): 

The following questions correspond to material covered in The Appalachians segment. The lead up questions, in bold, can be followed with the supplementary questions if time allows or if you so choose.

· What was life like in West Virginia coal camps? Where did miners come migrate from to work in the mines? Do you think miners and their families were being treated fairly by coal operators? Why or why not?

· Why did the miners begin striking? What happened to miners who went on strike? Why do you think coal companies wanted to prevent strikes? Why do you think miners and their families were willing to risk their homes and food for better working conditions?

· Who was Mother Jones? What do you think it was like to be a woman organizing in the coalfields of southern West Virginia? What do you know about the life of the women who lived in coal camps?

· What happened at Matewan? Who was Sid Hatfield? What happened to him? How did the shootout at Matewan and Sid’s death lead to the Battle of Blair Mountain? 

· What happened at the Battle of Blair Mountain? How did contemporary news media respond to the battle? Who “won” the Battle of Blair Mountain? How has Blair Mountain impacted union history? 

· Did you know about the Battle of Blair Mountain prior to this class? If you didn’t, brainstorm a few reasons why it might not be in history textbooks. 

Activity (20 min):

Divide the class in two. One half should pretend to be union coal miners and their families. The other half should pretend to be Logan Defenders. Each side should present an argument as to why they are taking the pro-union or anti-union actions they are taking. Be sure to represent a diversity of roles within each group—women and children played a role in supporting the battle on the union side and some non-union miners served with the Logan Defenders.  In addition, miners were a diverse group. European immigrants, African-Americans from the south and descendants of early Appalachian settlers all worked in the mines and all fought together on Blair Mountain.  Some mostly white units were even led by African-Americans.

Conclusion:

By the end of this lesson, students should know about the Battle of Blair Mountain and be able to discuss why it happened.  


Resources for Further Learning:

· The Battle of Blair Mountain, Wikipedia

· Storming Heaven, Denise Giardina

Content Standards & Objectives:

· SS.0.08.04.07: This objective comes from the Geography Standard. In it, students are required to, “illustrate how the cultural and economic isolation of different areas of the United States and West Virginia have been changed through technological advances (e.g., TV, radio, telephone, computers, highways).”  This objective is met through the Journey Up Coal River readings and in subsequent class discussions of life in and around the coal mines of West Virginia.

· SS.0.08.05.06: This objective comes from the History Standard.  In it, students are required to, “analyze the evolution of the labor movement in West Virginia and the United States.” This objective is met by the Journey Up Coal River readings, The Appalachians segment and the in-class discussions of labor struggles in the West Virginia coal mines. 

